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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

Because | want our production to be a brief guide to all Aris-
tophanes’ works | will not use up precious time and space
on theories and analyses.

| will say only that | had two main reasons for wanting to
direct here for the first time. The first was my love (with
all its ups and downs) for ancient drama, both tragedy and
comedy. It is a love that | was lucky enough to be initi-
ated into in various stages from an early age: as a young
and fervent theatre goer, at school and university, acting
alongside the best in the business, later as a teacher at the
same schools and universities and, finally, as a director. The
second reason was the difficulties that exist regarding the
place of Aristophanean comedy in the modern age and how
it should be performed.

| have therefore tried to use whatever skills | have devel-
oped during my career to penetrate the secret world of The
Frogs, hoping to find a way - though not of course the only
way - to bring Aristophanes’ ancient drama into the pres-
ent day.

Dimitris Lignadis








